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NEWS RELEASE

Jan. 17, 1992
NEW ZEALAND SCHOLAR TO DISCUSS MEDIEVAL HISTORY AT UM
MISSOULA —
The medieval mind-set, and how it influenced Christopher
Columbus and the early church, will be the focus when New Zealand
scholar Valerie Flint visits The University of Montana for a free
public lecture and colloquium Thursday and Friday, Jan. 23-24.
Flint, a professor of medieval history at the University of
Auckland, will present a lecture on "Columbus and the Medieval
Imagination" at 8 p.m. Thursday in LA 11.

On Friday, she will

discuss "Magic and the Early Medieval Church" during a public
colloquium starting at 3 p.m. in the Presidents Room of Brantly Hall.
Flint has established an international reputation as an
outstanding medievalist, UM History Department Chairman Bill Farr
said, adding,

"We're really privileged to have her."

Princeton

University Press published her book, "The Rise of Magic in Early
Medieval Europe," last year, and her new book,

"The Imaginative

Landscape of Christopher Columbus," is due out from the same
publisher in June.
The evening lecture will address how Columbus was a product of
his times and how his medieval background influenced his attitudes
and actions, Farr said.

In the colloquium, he said, Flint will

-more

Medieval.r1--2
discuss "the way in which the medieval church attempted to combat the
dark, mysterious, magical world by bringing it in, incorporating it."
Flint's visit is sponsored by UM's history and humanities
departments.

For more information, call the history department at

243-2231.
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